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reader to describe at length and which no pen but that
of Vyasa can invest with interest and variety Thus
the armies fought on till it was sunset, when the leaders
on both sides sounded retreat and the ar^nies returned
to their camp It was thus from day to day ^ The fight
in fact resembled much what the Peshawa and the
Afagan armies did when they were encamped facing
each other on the same plain for about a monthjjighting
duels from day to day wherein noted chiefs were killed
or disabled Bhishma is said to have fought on for
nine days and killed 10,000 car-warriors every day
On the tenth day the Pandavas instead of allowing
Arjuna to fight a duel with Bhishma selected Shikhandi,
a son of Drupada, for that purpose As Bhishma had
made a vow not to fight with him, he as expected,
laid down his bow, when Shikhandl assailed him in
this condition Arjuna and others from all sides shot
arrows at turn, which stuck into his body in numbers
till at last they looked like the feathers of a por-
cupine, and the old man fell from his chanc^ The
battle was instantly stopped Chiefs on either side as-
sembled round the revered warnoi anxious to rrake

r*

their last obeisance to him The stern warrior lying on
abedofanows exhorted Duryodhana to stay the war
for his sake and give the Pandavas half the kingdom
"Let the hostility cease," said he, "with the fall of
Bhishma, for Arjuna is the foremost of all the archers as
a Brahmin is amongst men " The expostulation of
Bhishma was, however, of no avail, and trie princes dis-
persed to their camps after having dug a ditch round
Bhjshma to prevent wild beasts appicaching him, for the